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Principal’s Message 

Happy September Andover parents!

Whether your student is a part of our Face-to-
Face or LaunchEd@Home program, we are 
excited to start the official school year at 
Andover Elementary School. Our teachers are 
focusing on using different platforms to instruct 
your students this year through our primary 
instructional platform called “Canvas”.  Canvas 
is being used both here at school and at home, 
so it is important that your students know how 
to use the features of Canvas to complete their 
assignments and lessons. While COVID-19 has 
disrupted our normal school operations, what 
hasn’t changed is our commitment to ensuring 
that your children receive an outstanding 
education. For students attending school in 
person, we have robust safety protocols in 
place. We check temperatures daily before 
entering school, our students use social 
distance when traveling in hallways and 
classrooms, and they wash and sanitize their 
hands after every transition. On behalf of our 
entire staff, I am grateful for your support as 
we embrace these challenges and make them 
into opportunities!  As always, contact your 
child’s teachers with any questions about 
classroom activities, and of course I am 
available to address any of your concerns.

Kevin Duncan 
Andover Elementary Principal 

Student Devices-FYI 
If you are a LaunchEd learner, you should have a 
student device by now.  If you don't, please email 

Mrs. Norton at jennifer.norton@ocps.net to 
request a device.  It is important to take care of 
your OCPS device at home and on campus.  You 
can review our "Family Guidelines for LaunchEd 
Devices" page at andoveres.ocps.net under the 

Parents section.

Sept. 3:  SAC Meeting at 5:00pm 
Sept. 7:  Labor Day – NO SCHOOL
Sept. 17:  Progress Reports go home and 
are available on Skyward 
Sept. 21:  Conference Night
Sept. 24: Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night from 
5-8pm-Drive through and say "I'm from Andover."

DAILY REMINDERS
•

•

If you are Face to Face, everyone that enters the school 
building must adhere to the Orange County Public School 
Mask Policy at www.ocps.net.
OCPS Mask update: OCPS has further clarified the type of 
masks that are able to be work on school campuses. 
Effectively immediately, the following guidelines must be 
followed: Any mask with an exhalation valve (respirator) 
is not permitted. Neck gaiters and neck buffs will no 
longer be permitted to be worn as a face covering.

• LaunchEd students need to log in on time according to the 
bell schedule which is 8:45am-3:00pm (2:00pm dismissal 
Wednesdays. )

• When students are online, make sure the audio and camera 
are on.  But remember, that means your background can 
be seen and heard on your meeting. Studies show that if 
you learn or study in a quiet place, you get better results. 

mark your calendars!!!

andoveres.ocps.net


Kindergarten Colors
Kindergarten has been very busy learning about each 
other, school procedures, expectation, rules and 
navigating digital devices! We have been learning 
about numbers up to 9, letters and sounds, practicing 
calendar time, and our 5 senses! The students have 
also enjoyed listening to fiction stories and learning 
about story elements: characters, setting, key details 
and identifying the beginning, middle and end. We 
are excited to begin our color days as we practice 
identification and learning color words, accompanied 
by the story, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 
See? 

Focused in First Grade
The first grade team is happy to have everyone 
back to school whether you are doing Face to 
Face or LaunchEd. We have enjoyed getting to 
know our wonderful students! We appreciate your 
patience as we work together to learn our digital 
platform. In September, we will be learning about 
2D and 3D shapes and fractional parts in math. 
We will be reading focusing on finding main topic 
and details, writing sentences with correct capitals 
punctuation and subject/verb agreement. Matter 
will be our focus in science. Please read nightly for 
at least 10 minutes and practice sight words. 
Thank you for allowing us to partner with you to 
help your child succeed! 

Florida History in Fourth Grade
Fourth grade is on a roll, and we are going to keep it rolling! 
LaunchEd classes and Face to Face classes will continue to be 
on the same curriculum path with minor variations as we 
continue to move forward. In Math, we have been working 
with place value, addition, and subtraction in our first unit. In 
Science, we are exploring the properties of matter, including 
solids, liquids and gases. In ELA we will be building on skills 
learned in third grade and add additional strategies to deepen 
our understanding. Currently, we are working on analyzing 
literature utilizing explicit details and inferences. We are also 
breaking down the elements of story structure as well as 
addressing theme and summarizing. This year for Social 
Studies we will be focusing on Florida history.

Fifth Grade Facts
5th graders are getting back into the swing of 
things as we dive into our fifth grade standards!  In 
ELA the students are working on quoting accurately 
from the text, determining Theme of a story, drama 
or poem and comparing and contrasting two or more 
characters, settings or events in a story or drama. 
We will also summarize texts. A weekly skills 
homework will be assigned very soon. Students 
should also do independent reading for at least 20 
minutes each night.  In Math the students just 
wrapped up their unit on multiplication and will begin 
working on division with whole numbers.  Reflex is a 
great resource on Launchpad for students needing 
to strengthen their basic math facts.  In Science we 
are beginning our unit on Earth Processes, which is a 
review of fourth grade material that will be included 
on the fifth grade state assessment in May.  
Students will receive vocabulary words for this unit 
(Big Idea 6) that they will want to study in 
preparation for upcoming vocabulary quizzes.

Stars in Second Grade
Second Grade is off to a good start.  We are getting 
acclimated to learning from home through 
LaunchEd and Face to Face and trying to get 
adjusted to the new normal.  We are getting to know 
each other, learning new schedules and routines, and 
learning how to navigate the digital device.  Please 
complete the Student Code of Conduct if your child 
has not already.  This is is already past due! Thank 
you for being so patient as we at times experience 
technical difficulties.  The County is working hard to 
work through the issues.   If you are having trouble 
with your digital device, please put in a Student 
Tech Request located on the dashboard. 

Thoughtful in Third Grade 
The third grade teachers have enjoyed getting to know your 
children, while working on Leader in Me activities, Book-A-
Day readings, and academic lessons. This September, we 
look forward to learning about National Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Currently we are using narrative stories to explore 
the moral of a story and character traits, motivations, and 
feelings. Next, we will be using nonfiction texts to work on 
main idea and key details. In math we will be wrapping up 
the rounding unit and are excited to start the multiplication 
and division unit. This is a huge part of the third grade 
curriculum. Any reinforcement that you can do with these 
standards will help us tremendously. Thank you for your 
patience as some of our team navigates LaunchEd learning 
at home, while others navigate face to face learning with 
social distancing at school. 



A HUGE “Thank You” to some of our Partners in 
Education who do so much to support our schools: 
Chick-fil-a, Subway, Championship Marital Arts, 
Starbucks, Epic Comics, Five Tenets, Mathnasium, Re/ 
Max, Jeremiah’s, Sweet by Holly, iSports, and Dunkin 
Donuts. 

SAC News! 

You may be asking "What is SAC?" or 
"What does this committee do for the 
school and my child?" 

The School Advisory Committee (SAC) is 
made up of parents, community leaders, 
teachers and school staff who are elected 
or appointed by the principal. It is a state 
requirement that each school have a 
School Advisory Committee that is 
representative of the ethnic, racial, and 
economic community. The committee's 
primary goal is to assist the principal in 
developing and evaluating the school 
improvement plan efforts. Joining this 
council is a great way to have a voice in 
decisions and discussions that effect the 
entire school. 

We will meet on Zoom at 5:00 p.m. on 
September 3rd through the following 
code:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89408050160? 
pwd=ZzFFcDYvOWVzRFBaTDQ4L1oy azBwQT09 

Meeting ID: 894 0805 0160 
Passcode: SAC 
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